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UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 •  406- 243-2522 • FAX: 406- 243-4520
Feb. 6, 1997
I M  LECTURE SERIES FEATURES BOZEMAN NATIVE 
MISSOULA ~
The growth of Eastern religions in America will be examined this month when Bozeman native 
Diana Eck returns to Big Sky Country from the Ivy League to give a lecture at The University of 
Montana-Missoula.
Eck is a professor of comparative religion and Indian studies at Harvard University. She is also 
chair of Harvard’s Committee on the Study of Religion. Her lecture "The New Religious Landscape 
of America: The Challenges of Religious Pluralism." is pan of the UM President’s Lecture Series. 
The public is invited to the free lecture, which is at 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, in the Montana Theatre 
in UM’s Performing Ans and Radio/Television Center.
The lecture will focus on the rise and growth of Hindu, Buddhism, Sikh, Muslim and other 
religions in America. Eck will also address the implications of the rise of these belief systems and the 
challenges they present for American public life.
Eck is the author of five books, including her most recent publication, "Encountering God: A 
Spiritual Journey from Bozeman to Banaras," which won the 1994 Melcher Book Award of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association. The book also won the 1995 Louisville Grawemeyer Book Award 
in Religion, given for work that reflects a significant breakthrough in the understanding of religion.
Eck has worked with churches, including her own United Methodist Church, and the World 
Council of Churches on questions of interreligious relations and dialogue.
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She earned a bachelor's degree in religion from Smith College, a master's degree in South 
Asian Studies from the School of Oriental and Alrican Studies at the l ni\ersit\ ot London and a 
doctorate in comparative study ot religion from Harvard, where she has spent her teaching career.
m
Contact: Richard Drake, UM history professor and President’s Lecture Series organizer, 243-
2981.
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